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for the Federal Assembly as being suitable for maintaining
proper contact between the elector and the elected. It
was explained that the present constituencies were very
much larger than those proposed under the White Paper
scheme because the number of elected seats is very much
smaller; and that, while at present the contact with
electors was not adequate, it would probably improve as
the sense of responsibility developed.
Some of the members of the Committee wanted to be
clear on the point whether further extension of franchise
might be effected by the Indian Legislatures <f without
reference to Parliament/' Sir Samuel Hoare observed
that for a definite period the proposed franchise should be
given a fair trial, but after that the matter ought to be left
in the hands of the Indian Governments and Legislatures.
A reference must be made to an alternative franchise
proposal, namely, Indirect Elections, which the Franchise
Committee rejected on the ground of " administrative dif-
ficulties/' The majority of the Indian politicians did not
favour the proposal, but it was approved of by those who
desired to safeguard the interests of the Indian masses
against the dominance of the oligarch and the plutocrat.
Lastly, that hideous phase of Indian social life which
cast a gloom over almost every progressive measure ap-
peared before the Committee. The Hindu communalists
raised the question of the distribution of seats in the Legis-
latures on a communal basis and protested against the
Communal Award1 and also demanded that the Poona
Pact2 should be abrogated altogether. The Hindus of
Bengal argued that an injustice had been done to a Province
where even on a population basis, the Moslems would have
109 and the Hindus 90 seats in the Provincial Assembly.
Under the Communal Award the respective seats allotted
to them are 119 and 80. The Secretary of State for India
made it plain in his evidence that the Government stood by
1 See page 126.
* See page 129.

